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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 
2. 



This action is the first on the merit of the instant application. 
Claims 1-74 are pending in this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 



Claims 1, 3, 6, 7, 9, 12, 17, 21. 24, 25, 27, 30, 35, 36, 37, 41, 43, 45, 48, 49, 51, 
54, 59, 61 , 64, 65, 67, 70 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being incomplete for omitting essential elements, such omission amounting to a gap 
between the elements. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted elements are: the specific 
version of the various protocols to which the claims are applied. As well know, protocols 
have versions that are current and will have future versions as well as they evolve and 
develop further. Hence, a generic protocol claim tends to include both the current and 
future versions consequently rendering generic protocol claims vague and indefinite. 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant 
for patent, or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this title before 
the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



Ciaim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AlPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AlPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 1, 7, 9, 14, 35, 40-43, 49, 51, 56, 59, 65, 67 and 72 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Patil (US 6,625,460 B1). 

As per claim 1: a method in a server, the method comprising: 

receiving a short message service (SMS) message according to short message 

peer-to-peer (SMPP) protocol reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-13). 

accessing a subscriber directory, according to an open network protocol, for subscriber 

attribute information based on the received SMS message reads on '460 (see col. 1, 

lines 42-45; col. 13, lines 27-67). The fact that "The SMSC determines if the intended 

destination is available to the network, and if so, the message is then sent to that 

destination" indicates that the network has some subscriber attributed data stored 

therein and consults it for routing a message/messages to a subscriber. Furthermore, 

the system utilizes the Internet (TCP/IP) protocol (see col. 7, lines 5-17), which is open 

network protocol. 

generating, based on the subscriber attribute information, at least one common format 
message that includes the SMS message reads on *460 (see col. 1, lines 10-36). The 
SMTP is known to be a type of common format message. Furthermore, the fact that 
"The SMSC determines if the intended destination is available to the network, and if so, 
the message is then sent to that destination" (see col. 1 , lines 42-45) indicates that the 
network has some subscriber attributed data stored therein and to be consulted for 
routing a message/messages to a subscriber. 

supplying the common format message to a selected destination according to a 
selected access protocol based on the subscriber attribute information reads on *460 
(see col. 1 , lines 23-52; col. 6, lines 28-36). SMTP is an open network protocol. The 
subscriber's attributed information is as described above. 
As per claim 7: the method, wherein the supplying step includes outputting the 
common format message to the selected destination according to SMTP protocol reads 
on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 7, lines 5-27). 

As per claim 49: claim 49 is identical to claim 7 and is rejected on the same ground as 
claim 7. 
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As per claim 65: claim 65 is identical to claim 7 and is rejected on the same ground as 
claim 7. 

As per claim 9: the method, further comprising: 

second generating a new SMS message including subscriber messaging information for 
a selected subscriber reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33). 

and outputting the new SMS message for the selected subscriber according to SMPP 
protocol reds on '460 (see col. 1, lines 28-33). 

As per claim 51: claim 51 is identical to claim 9 and hence rejected on the same 
ground as claim 9. 

As per claim 67: claim 67 is identical to claim 9 and is rejected on the same ground as 
claim 9. 

As per claim 14: the method, wherein the second generating step generates the new 
SMS message for the selected subscriber based on the corresponding subscriber 
attribute information for the selected subscriber reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33). 
The message transmitted according to SMTP is a second message. 
As per claim 56: claim 56 is identical to claim 14 and is rejected on the same ground 
as claim 14. 

As per claim 72: claim 72 is identical to claim 14 and is rejected on the same ground 
as claim 72. 

As per claim 35: a server comprising: 

a short message service (SMS) module configured for receiving SMS messages 
according to short message peer to peer (SMPP) protocol reads on '460 (col. 1, lines 
10-33; col. 2. lines 23-39; col. 6, lines 8-37). 

the SMS module configured for generating a query for subscriber attribute information 
based on the received SMS message reads on '460 (see fig. 4; col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 
2, lines 23-39). The fact that "The SMSC determines if the intended destination is 
available to the network, and if so, the message is then sent to that destination" (see 
col. 1, lines 42-45) indicates that the network has some subscriber attributed data 
stored therein and to be consulted for routing a message/messages to a subscriber, 
and generating at least one common format message based on the subscriber attribute 
information and that includes the SMS message reads on '460 (see fig. 4; col. 1, lines 
10-36). The SMTP is known to be a type of common format message. Furthermore, the 
fact that "The SMSC determines if the intended destination is available to the network, 
and if so, the message is then sent to that destination" (see col. 1 , lines 42-45) indicates 
that the network has some subscriber attributed data stored therein and to be consulted 
for routing a message/messages to a subscriber. 

a first interface resource configured for accessing the subscriber attribute information 
based on the query from a subscriber directory according to a prescribed open network 
protocol reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 42-45; col. 13, lines 27-67). The fact that "The 
SMSC determines if the intended destination is available to the network, and if so, the 
message is then sent to that destination" indicates that the network has some 
subscriber attributed data stored therein and consults it for routing a 
message/messages to a subscriber. Furthermore, the system utilizes the Internet 
(TCP/IP) protocol (see col. 7, lines 5-17), which is open network protocol. 
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a second interface resource configured for outputting the at least one common format 
message according to at least one of SMTP protocol and IMAP protocol reads on '460 
(see col. 1 , lines 10-33). The at least one requirement is satisfied. 
As per claim 40: the server, wherein the SMS module is configured for generating a 
new SMS message including subscriber messaging information for a selected 
subscriber, the SMS module outputting the new the SMS message for the selected 
subscriber according to SMPP protocol reads on 460 (see col. 1, lines 10-52). 
As per claim 41: the server, wherein the SMS module obtains the subscriber 
messaging information from a subscriber message store according to IMAP protocol 
based on the subscriber attribute information for the corresponding selected subscriber 
accessed by the first interface from the subscriber directory reads on '460 (see col. 1 , 
lines 10-52; col. 11, lines 15-45). List can be considered a directory. 
As per claim 42: the server, wherein the subscriber messaging information specifies at 
least one of a stored SMS message, a voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail 
message for the selected subscriber reads on '10-52). 

As per claim 43: a computer readable medium having stored thereon sequences of 
instructions for receiving a short message service (SMS) message by a server, the 
sequences of instructions including instructions for performing the steps of: 
receiving a short message service (SMS) message according to short message 
peer-to-peer (SMPP) protocol reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-13). 
accessing a subscriber directory, according to an open network protocol, for subscriber 
attribute information based on the received SMS message reads on '460 (see col. 1, 
lines 42-45; col. 13, lines 27-67). The fact that "The SMSC determines if the intended 
destination is available to the network, and if so, the message is then sent to that 
destination" indicates that the network has some subscriber attributed data stored 
therein and consults it for routing a message/messages to a subscriber. Furthermore, 
the system utilizes the Internet (TCP/IP) protocol (see col. 7, lines 5-17), which is open 
network protocol. 

generating, based on the subscriber attribute information, at least one common format 
message that includes the SMS message reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-36). The 
SMTP is known to be a type of common format message. Furthermore, the fact that 
"The SMSC determines if the intended destination is available to the network, and if so, 
the message is then sent to that destination" (see col. 1 , lines 42-45) indicates that the 
network has some subscriber attributed data stored therein and to be consulted for 
routing a message/messages to a subscriber. 

supplying the common format message to a selected destination according to a 
selected access protocol based on the subscriber attribute information reads on '460 
(see col. 1, lines 23-52; col. 6, lines 28-36). SMTP is an open network protocol. The 
subscriber's attributed information is as described above. 
As per claim 59: a server comprising: 

means for receiving a short message service (SMS) message according to short 
message peer to-peer (SMPP) protocol reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-13). 
means for accessing a subscriber directory, according to an open network protocol, for 
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subscriber attribute information based on the received SMS message reads on '460 
(see col. 1 , lines 42-45; col. 13, lines 27-67). The fact that "The SMSC determines if the 
intended destination is available to the network, and if so, the message is then sent to 
that destination" indicates that the network has some subscriber attributed data stored 
therein and consults it for routing a message/messages to a subscriber. Furthermore, 
the system utilizes the Internet (TCP/IP) protocol (see col. 7, lines 5-17), which is open 
network protocol. 

means for generating, based on the subscriber attribute information, at least one 
common format message that includes the SMS message reads on '460 (see coL 1, 
lines 10-36). The SMTP is known to be a type of common format message. 
Furthermore, the fact that "The SMSC determines if the intended destination is available 
to the network, and if so, the message is then sent to that destination" (see col. 1 , lines 
42-45) indicates that the network has some subscriber attributed data stored therein 
and to be consulted for routing a message/messages to a subscriber, 
means for supplying the common format message to a selected destination according to 
a selected access protocol based on the subscriber attribute information reads on '460 
(see col. 1 , lines 23-52; col. 6, lines 28-36). SMTP is an open network protocol. The 
subscriber's attributed information is as described above. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 



Claims 2-5, 44-47 and and 60-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Patil in view of Tullis et al. (Tullis) (US 5,802,314). 

As per claim 2: but, Patil does not explicitly teach about a method, wherein the 
supplying step includes storing the common format message in a subscriber message 
store, the selected destination corresponding to a messaging folder for a selected 
subscriber, as claimed by applicant. In a broad sense, claim 2 calls for storing a 
common format message in a subscriber message store and a messaging folder for a 
selected subscriber destination. However, in a related field of endeavor, Tullis, in a 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



made. 
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method and apparatus for sending and receiving multimedia messages, teaches that a 
multimedia message can be stored in a subscribers messaging store (see col. 2, line 
36-Gol. 4, line 42, particularly, col. 2, lines 51-60) in a common format (col. 8, lines 41- 
55) wherein messages are stored in folders for reception and transmission to particular 
destinations (see col. 7, lines 29-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teaching of Patil 
with that of Tullis for the advantage of providing users with multimedia messaging 
service. 

As per claim 44: claim 44 is identical to claim 2. Hence, claim 44 is rejected on the 
same ground and motivation as claim 2. Examiner believes that a computer readable 
medium is required by the prior art for carrying out the messaging process described 
therein. 

As per claim 60: claim 60, with the exception it being a means claim, is identical to 
claim 2 which is a method claim. Since, a means is required by the method to be carried 
out, claim 60 is rejected on the same ground and motivation as claim 2. 
As per claim 3: the method, wherein the supplying step further includes storing the 
common format message as an e-mail message according to Internet Message Access 
Protocol (IMAP) reads on '314 (see col. 8, lines 41-55). When the references are 
combined as shown in the rejection of claim 2, the stored common format message of 
'314 will include an e-mail message according to Internet Message Access Protocol 
(IMAP) as provided by '460 (col. 1, lines 10-33). 

As per claim 45: claim 45 is identical to claim 3, with the exception of claim 45 being a 
computer readable medium and claim 3 being a method claim. Examiner believes the 
prior art of record include a computer readable medium to perform the messaging 
function defined therein. Hence, claim 45 is rejected on the same ground and motivation 
as claim 3. 

As per claim 61: claim 61 is identical with claim 3, with the exception that the latter is a 
method claim and the former (claim 61) is a means claim. Since, the means is required 
by the method, claim 61 is rejected on the same ground and motivation as claim 3. 
As per claim 4: the method, wherein the generating step includes generating within 
the at least one common format message a destination address based on the 
subscriber attribute information reads on '460 (see col. 1 , lines 28-33, col. 2, lines 23- 
39). 

As per claim 46: claim 46 is identical with claim 4 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 4. 

As per claim 62: claim 62 is identical with claim 4 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 4. 

As per claim 5: the method, wherein the subscriber attribute information specifies at 
least one of a distribution list specified by an identified source of the SMS message, and 
a destination preference specified by an identified destination of the SMS message 
reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 11, lines 15-45). 

As per claim 47: claim 47 is identical to claim 5 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 5. 
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As per claim 63: claim 63 is identical to claim 5 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 5. 

Claims 6, 36, 38, 48 and 64 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Patil in view of Tullis as applied to claims 2, 4, 5, 44, 46, 47, 60, 62 

and 63 above, and further in view of Hoffpauir et al. (Hoffpauir) (US 6,625,274 B1). 

As per claim 6: although Patil in view of Tullis, as discuss above, show the 
transmission of short messages (SMS) using internet protocol (which is open network 
protocol), it does not explicitly teach about a method of accessing a subscriber directory 
according to Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP), as claimed by applicant. 
However, in a related field of endeavor, Hoffpauir teaches about the use of Lightweight 
Directory Access Protocol (LDAP) in a communication system for exchanging 
information with a the communication system using various types of messages (see col. 
3, line 64-col. 4, line 28, particularly col. 4, lines 23-25). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further 
modify Patil in view of Tullis with the teaching of Hoffpauir for the advantage of 
retrieving subscriber's directory information. 

As per claim 36: claim 36 is essentially similar to claim 6 and is rejected on the same 
ground and motivation as claim 6. If a directory (LDAP) is provided, as shown in the 
rejection of claim 6, it is obvious that it has to be accessed. 

As per claim 48: claim 48 is identical to claim 6 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 6. 

As per claim 64: claim 64 is identical to claim 6 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 6. 

As per claim 38: the server, wherein the SMS module is configured for generating a 
plurality of common format messages for respective destinations based on retrieval 
from the subscriber attribute information of a distribution list specified by the SMS 
message reads on '460 (see coL 1, lines 10-52; col. 11, lines 15-45). 

Claims 8, 39, 50, and 66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Patil as applied to claims 1 , 43 and 59 above, and further in view of 

Wong. 

As per claim 8: but, Patil does not explicitly teach about a method, wherein the 
generating step includes enclosing the SMS message within a body of a MIME data 
structure, and specifying within the MIME data structure that the body has an SMS type, 
as claimed by applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, Wong teaches about a 
scheme for encapsulating/enclosing a call setup message or/and an outgoing call 
request with all associated attributes into a common format, using multipurpose Internet 
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Mail Extension (MIME) principle/protocol. Therefore, it would have been obvious for 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the 
teaching of Patil with that of Wong for the advantage of making the signaling protocol 
independent of the protocols used by the different telephony and communication 
networks (see col. 2, lines 14-39). 

As per claim 39: claim 39 is similar to claim 8 and is rejected on the same ground and 
motivation as claim 8. 

As per claim 50: claim 50 is identical to claim 8 and is rejected on the same ground 
and Motivation as claim 8. 

As per claim 66: claim 66 is identical to claim 8 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 8. 

Claims 15, 16, 57, 58, 73 and 74 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Patil as applied to claims 1 , 9, 43, 51 , 59 and 67 above, and further 

in view of Wong. 

As per claim 15: the method, wherein the second generating step includes: 
retrieving from a subscriber message store at least one of a stored SMS message, a 
voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for 
the selected subscriber reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 6, line 57-col. 7, line 
28). But, Patil does not explicitly teach about inserting the at least one message into the 
new SMS message, as claimed by applicant. However, Wong teaches about a 
multimedia system wherein messages are encapsulated in a common format. 
Encapsulation requires a message to be inserted. Motivation is as provided in the 
rejection of claims 8, 50 and 66. 

As per claim 57: claim 57 is identical to claim 15 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation. 

As per claim 73: claim 73 is identical to claim 15 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 15. 

As per claim 16: the method, wherein the inserting step includes converting the voice 
message into a text-based message, and inserting the text-based message into the new 
SMS message reads on '288 (see col. 2, lines 14-39). 

As per claim 58: claim 58 is identical to claim 16 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 16. 

As per claim 74: claim 74 is identical to claim 16 and is rejected on the same ground 
and motivation as claim 16. 

Claims 17-19 and 25-27 and 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Patil in view of Astrom et al. (Astrom) (US 6,108,559) and further in 

view of Wong (US 6,185,288 B1). 
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As per claim 17: a method in a communications system, the method comprising: 
receiving by a short message service center (SMSC) an SMS message from a SMS 
device reads on '460 (col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 2, lines 23-39; col. 6, lines 8-37). 
forwarding to a unified messaging server via short message peerto-peer (SMPP) 
protocol based on SMS subscriber information determined by the SMSC based on the 
SMS message reads on *460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; coL 2, lines 23-39). 
accessing subscriber attribute information by the unified messaging server based on the 
SMS message reads on '460 (see col. 11, lines 15-45). But, Patil does not explicitly 
teach about fonA/arding a copy of a SMS message to a unified messaging server, as 
claimed by applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, Astrom teaches about a 
short message routing system (SMS) wherein a compy of a received SM can be copied, 
stored and forwarded to a receiving entity (see col. 2, lines 8-37; col. 3, lines 48-58). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teaching of Patil with that of Astrom for the 
advantage of retaining copies of messages before they are sent (see col.23-27). But, 
Patil in view of Astrom does not explicitly teach about enclosing the SMS message by 
the unified messaging server into a common format message and supplying the 
common format message to at least one selected destination based on the subscriber 
attribute information, as claimed by applicant. However, in a related field of endeavor, 
Wong teaches about a scheme for encapsulating a call setup message or/and an 
outgoing call request with all associated attributes into a common format, using 
multipurpose Internet Mail Extension (MIME) principle/protocol (see col. 1, lines 1-34). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to further modify the teaching of Patil in view of Astrom by that of 
Wong for the advantage of making the signaling protocol independent of the protocols 
used by the different telephony and communication networks (see col. 2, lines 1-22). 
As per claim 18: the method, wherein the forwarding step includes: 
accessing the SMS subscriber information based on at least one of the SMS source 
address and the SMS destination address reads on '460 9see col. 1, lines 10-33). 
And generating the copy for forwarding to the unified messaging server based on 
accessing the SMS subscriber information for at least one of the SMS source address 
and the SMS destination address reads on '559 (see col. 3, lines 48-58). 
As per claim 19: the method, further comprising sending the SMS message to a 
second SMS device, having a prescribed address matching a destination address within 
the SMS message, according to a prescribed wireless protocol reads on '460 9see col. 
1, lines 10-33). 

As per claim 25: the method, wherein the supplying step includes outputting the 
common format message to the selected destination according to at least one of SMTP 
protocol and IMAP protocol reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; col. 7, lines 5-27). 
The at least one criteria has been met. 

As per claim 26: the method, wherein the enclosing step includes enclosing the SMS 
message within a body of a MIME data structure, and specifying within the MIME data 
structure that the body has an SMS type reads on .288 (see col. 2, lines 14-39). 
As per claim 27: the method, further comprising: 
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generating by the unified messaging server a new SMS message including subscriber 
messaging information for a selected subscriber reads on '460 (see abstract; col. 1 , 
lines 10-29). 

and outputting the new SMS message to the SMS the via SMPP protocol reads on *460 
(see col. 1, lines 29-52). 

As per claim 32: the method, wherein the generating step generates the new SMS 

message for the selected subscriber based on the corresponding subscriber attribute 

information for the selected subscriber reads on '460 (see col. 1 , lines 10-52). 

As per claim 33: the method, wherein the generating step includes: 

retrieving from a subscriber message store at least one of the stored SMS message, a 

voice message, a fax message, and an e-mail message from a directory assigned for 

the selected subscriber reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-52). 

and inserting the at least one message into the new SMS message reads on '288 (see 

col. 2, lines 14-22). 

As per claim 34: the method, wherein the inserting step includes converting the voice 
message into a text-based message, and inserting the text-based message into the new 
SMS message reads on '288 (see col. 1-34). 

Claims 20-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Patil in views of Astrom and Wong and further in view of Tullis. 

As per claim 20: the method, wherein the supplying step includes storing the common 
format message in a subscriber message store reads on '460 (see col. 1, lines 10-33; 
col. 7, lines 5-27). The SMTP of the prior art is a type of common format message. But, 
the references discussed in the rejection of claim 17 do not explicitly teach about at 
least one selected destination corresponding to a messaging folder for a selected 
subscriber. However, in a related field of endeavor, Tullis, in a method and apparatus 
for sending and receiving multimedia messages, teaches that a multimedia message 
can be stored in a subscribers messaging store (see col. 2, line 36-col. 4, line 42, 
particularly, col. 2, lines 51-60) in a common format (col. 8, lines 41-55) wherein 
messages are stored in folders for reception and transmission to particular destinations 
(see col. 7, lines 29-67). Therefore, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to further modify the above references 
(discussed in claim 17) with that of Tullis for the advantage of providing users with 
multimedia messaging service. 

As per claim 21: the method, wherein the supplying step further includes storing the 
common format message as an e-mail message according to IMAP protocol reads on 
'314 (see col. 8, lines 41-55). When the references are combined as shown in the 
rejection of claims 17 and 20, the stored common format message of '314 will include 
an e-mail message according to Internet Message Access Protocol (IMAP) as provided 
by '460 (col. 1, lines 10-33). 
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As per claim 22: the method, wherein the enclosing step includes generating for the 
common format message a destination address based on the subscriber attribute 
information reads on '288 (see col. 2, lines 14-39). 

As per claim 23: the method of claim 22, further comprising generating a plurality of the 
common format messages having respective selected destinations based on retrieval of 
a distribution list from the subscriber attribute information reads on '460 9see col. 1, 
lines 10-33; col. 11, lines 15-45). 

Claims 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Patil 

in views of Astrom, Wong, Tullis and further in view of Hoffpauir. 

As per claim 24: but, Patil, Astrom, Wong and Tullis do not explicitly teach about, 
accessing a subscriber attribute information according to Lightweight Directory Access 
Protocol (LDAP). However, in a related field of endeavor, Hoffpauir teaches about the 
use of Lightweight Directory Access Protocol (LDAP) in a communication system for 
exchanging information with a the communication system using various types of 
messages (see col. 3, line 64-col. 4, line 28. particularly col. 4, lines 23-25). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to further modify Patil in view of Tullis with the teaching of Hoffpauir for the 
advantage of retrieving subscriber's directory information. 



Claims 10-13, 28-31, 37, 52-55 and 68-71 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meless N Zewdu whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5418. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Trost can be reached on (703) 308-5318. The fax phone number 



Allowable Subject Matter 



Conclusion 



for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
0377. 

MelessZewdu 
Examiner 
05 January 2004. 

WILLIAM TROST 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 



